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Definitions of deaths: 

Pregnancy Related Deaths: 
Death occurring during 
pregnancy, childbirth and 
the puerperium is the death 
of a woman while pregnant 
or within 42 days of 
termination of pregnancy, 
irrespective of the cause of 
death. 
 
Maternal Deaths: A 
maternal death is the death 
of a woman while pregnant 
or within 42 days of 
termination of pregnancy, 
from any cause related to 
or aggravated by the 
pregnancy or its 
management, but not from 
accidental 
or incidental causes 
(irrespective of 
the duration and the site of 
the 
pregnancy). 
 
Late Maternal Deaths: A 
late maternal death is the 
death of a woman from 
direct or indirect causes 
more than 42 days but less 
than one year after 
termination of pregnancy. 
 

 

 

ICD MM 1: 
Pregnancy with 
abortive 
complication 
Ex: Ectopic 
pregnancy, 
Miscarriage 

ICD MM 2: 
Hypertensive 
disorders of 
pregnancy 
Ex: Eclampsia, 
Oedema, 
proteinuria 

ICD MM 3: 
Obstetric 
hemorrhage 
Ex: Postpartum 
hemorrhage, 
Placenta praevia, 
Abruptio placenta 

ICD MM 7: Non-
Obstetric 
complications 
Ex: Cardiac disease, 
respiratory 
conditions, 
Neoplasms 

ICD MM 8: 
Unknown 
unspecified cause 
Ex: Underlying 
cause is unknown 

ICD MM 9: 
Coincidental 
cause (accident) 
Ex: Traffic 
accident 

ICD MM 4: 
Pregnancy -
related infection 
Ex:  Sepsis, 
Endometritis 

ICD MM 5: Other Obstetric 
complications complication 
Ex: Retained placenta 
without hemorrhage, 
embolism, postpartum 
inversion of uterus 

ICD MM 6: Unanticipated 
complications of 
management 
BU Adverse effects from 
medical care during 
pregnancy 

Underlying cause of death is defined 
as the disease or condition that 
initiated the morbid chain of events 
leading to death or the circumstances 
of the accident or violence that 
produces a fatal injury. The single 
identified cause of death should be as 
specific as possible (ICD-10). 


